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CHIT CHAT 
President’s Message 

Bill Davidson 
 The perils of writer’s block have been faced once 
again and I must set out to bring you greetings as 
spring approaches in six weeks’ time. Deciding on news 
worthy items for a delivery date at this date is 
somewhat like playing darts at the Legion during a 
power failure. Will my dart be a score, a hit or a wild 
miss? Time will tell. As the first week of February 
ends, one can at least sense the arrival of spring as 
the winter that wasn’t hopefully fades away. I 
certainly hope that the snowbirds got some well-
earned sun for their devalued dollar. 
 
Our Christmas Holiday Dinner and AGM were well 
attended. The meal was a genuine cannibal’s feast as 
everything was eaten by the time some tables were 
served. I am certain that our new venue next year will 
be equal to our Holiday Spirit. The entertainment was 
great and we made a most generous donation to the Red 
Cross after Nicole Clark’s presentation. 

I trust that you have read our e-bulletins and hopefully 
some folk have been able to apply for a scholarship for 
a family member. The ‘open window’ for folks in RTIP 
and ARM benefits to join RTO/ERO is as important to 
them as it is to our organization. Our group plans and 
membership shall continue to grow as we provide a 
needed service to the wider group. Please contact 
anyone impacted by their plans being capped, 
terminated or to those facing larger than ever 
thought possible premium rates. They can join our 
plan without a need for a medical.  
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Soon our executive will find out if our 
applications for the Governance 
Committee, and 50th Anniversary 
Committee have been accepted. Our 
nominee for this year`s Charitable 
Donation, Rayjon, has been submitted. 

The change that is sweeping health 
care is posing a challenge to not-for-
profit groups such as ours.  Stay 
tuned for more on this in the coming 
months.		
See you at the Spring Fling on June 
7th at the Legion! 
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Goodwill Committee Updates  

Poinsettia Project 2015 

Again in December 2015 poinsettias were 
delivered to District 38 RTO members who 
are over ninety and to members in care 
facilities.  Sixty-five individuals received 
cards, poinsettias and visits from a team of 
volunteers.  Gift cards and cards were sent to 
four people who live outside our immediate 
area:  Frances Graham Stevens, Clara 
Hodgson, Marie Bailey and James (Jim) Miller.  
The Goodwill Committee with the assistance 
of volunteers:  Sue Gilmour, Stephanie 
Abercrombie, Phyllis and Rick Clements, Linda 
Smith, Karen and Jim Rutledge, Karen 
Gladwish, JoAnne Marshall, Heather 
Crawford, Theresa van Koeverden, Gavin Hall, 
Bill Davidson, Betty Carson, Betty Anne 
Pounds, Bernie Hendrickson and Anne Wilton 
made the deliveries.  What a joy it is to meet 
all the wonderful, hospitable recipients and 
the dedicated volunteers! 

Valentine’s Day and Summer Visits 2016 

Kathy Bandla mailed sixty-nine valentine cards 
to the same recipients.  The next Goodwill 
project will be summer visits and gifts for the 
members who received poinsettias.  Gift ideas 
and volunteers are always needed.  Anyone who 
wishes to help should contact one of the 
Goodwill Committee members.  This project 
takes place in August. The time of the visits is 
flexible.  Also, please let one of the committee 
members know if any retired teachers of 
District 38 move to retirement residences or 
other care facilities and they will be added to 
the Goodwill list. 

Milestone Birthdays and Special 
Circumstances 

On behalf of the RTO, Audrey continues 
to deliver small gifts to members when 
they turn 90, 95 and 100.  Also, on 
behalf of membership, Norma Cox sends 
cards to those who have events 
happening in their lives:  illness, 
celebrations, etc.  Pat Poland and her 
assistant, Kathy Bandla, send out dozens 
of cards to members who celebrate 80 
plus birthdays.  We wish all those 
members, HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND 
MANY HAPPY RETURNS! 

Contact Information 

The Goodwill Committee co-chairs are 

Sandra Marshall (519) 337-5088  
smarshall111@cogeco.ca  
Audrey Hendrickson (519) 542-1747 or 
staddonlea@xcelco.on.ca   
 
Other members are  

Gail Gilroy (519) 869-8694  
cgilroy@sympatico.ca,  
Pat Poland (519) 869-4909  
ppoland@gmail.com,  
Kathy Bandla (519) 337-8682  
kbandla@cogeco.ca,  
Mary Wolff (519) 542-2079  
chris.wolff@sympatico.ca,   
Norma Cox (519) 542-1208  
ncox@sympatico.ca  
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In Memoriam 

To family and friends, we extend our deepest sympathies: 
Lloyd Harrow    June Dale 
Doug Turner     Norma Waun 
Bruce Clarke     Jean Maw 
Peggy Ann Parking    Tom Moore 
Pat Weber     Gary Grant 
                             Shirley Johnson 

October 
 
Sara Puthuvelil 
Shirley Copley 
Eugene McCaffrey 
Harvey Doell 
Edward Davies 
Joyce Skuce 
Lloyd Harrow 
Ada Laurene Thomas 
Shaw 
Bruce Clarke 
Betty Greening 
Margaret MacDonald 
Clara Hodgson 
William Danylchuk 
Jules Levesque 
Mary Lindsey 
Robert Mummery 

January 
 
Catherine Brinston 
Joan Downie 
Gene Fleet 
Eugene Graham 
Emily Gaborko 
Gavin Hall 
Joan Hinch 
Jean Haggitt 
James Martell 
Monica McCall 
Shirley Mousseau 
Ella Norton 
Mildred Packer 
Elsie Robbins 
Melvin Seward 
Muriel Shepherd 
Dorothy Vogt 
Elizabeth 
Vanderhoeden 
Alma  Vansteenkiste 
Doris Withenshaw 
 

December  
 
Mary Moran 
Bertha Rose Park 
Joyce Kelly 
Virginia  McArthur 
Gord Swan 
Margaret Fera 
Ujjal Doel 
Eleanor Ritchie 
Helen Cassidy 
Eleanor Doolittle 
Roger Emery 
June Maginn 
Dorothy Plumley 
Evelyn  Lecky 
Frank Peaslee 
Priscilla Harkins 
Corrine Gill 
Sara Townsend 
Frances Lewis 
William Green 

November  
 
William Blake 
Thomas Moore 
Arthur Lloyd 
Joan Russells 
Gladys Howarth 
Marion Douey 
Georgina Jones 
Alan Ward 
Jacqueline  Morrissey 
Richard Marcella 
Edith Davie 
Gwenneth Frankland 
Erleine Stephens 
Richard Graham 
 



 

 

Winter 2016 Issue # 53 

4 

Donec 
interdum 

Let’s get to know -JOAN HINCH 

Everyone has a story and Joan’s begins in Battle Creek, Michigan on Wren Street where she 
was born. Joan has relatives on both sides of the border after some of her family came to 
Canada with the United Empire Loyalists. When her parents married they moved to Michigan 
and had a store. Joan came to Canada with her family when she was about eight. 

She attended school in London, Ontario and became a laboratory technician. When she 
married, she came to Sarnia to work in a laboratory in the chemical valley. Later, Joan who has 
dual citizenship, worked at Mueller Brass in Port Huron for ten years. She then went to 
teacher’s college in London and had a twenty-six year teaching career. She began at Blackwell 
School, followed by Hanna and then a two-year stint as a Special Assignment Teacher with 
Doug Barber at the board office. She returned to classroom teaching and was assigned to 
Bridgeview in Point Edward. There she enjoyed team teaching with Barb Moore. They had such 
fun and activity that their classrooms often included the hall. Joan say she had good, 
supportive principals who were not upset by the learning that spilled into the corridor. She 
has wonderful stories about pet fish in the classroom. These tales are secrets, not for 
publication! 

Joan’s story in education does not end with retirement! She was not ready to give up teaching 
so she continued at Bridgeview as a volunteer. Some time later when Barb retired the two of 
them taught in China for two years with visits to Malaysia, Thailand and Singapore. In the 
summer holidays they took the slow train from Beijing and Moscow then backpacked through 
Europe. Then there was Australia and New Zealand. Joan met backpackers and says, “You have 
to trust! You can’t be scared.” She teases that RTO member Fred Moss, who often led travel 
excursions, would not allow her on his trips because he could not be responsible for someone 
as adventurous as Joan. 

Joan’s teaching career still had more steam! Another of Joan’s adventures was helping to build 
a school in Africa then staying on to do more teaching. She moved in with the nuns who ran 
the school. Travel continued to be on Joan’s agenda when she had a lovely trip to Cancun with 
seven members of four generations of her family. This trip could be nothing but a blast with 
nine-year old twin boys! 

Joan has two daughters, one son, six grandchildren and eight great grandchildren so when she 
hosts family and spouses there is a big group in her basement. She could not have been 
prouder then when her great grandson was selected as class valedictorian at Northern 
Collegiate. Joan was involved with interviews for the provincial RWTO book based on stories 
of teachers who taught in the nineteen thirties. Now, we also have Joan’s story who taught 
from the sixties to the nineties. 
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Lambton Wildlife Inc.is 50! 

50 years ago, six nature enthusiasts decided to form a group to enjoy the flora and fauna  
of Lambton County and to protect it from damage and encroachment. Their first project  
was to stop the destruction of the highest point in the County, that being a huge sand  
dune in Port Franks. It was being hauled away as gravel for roads. They had their first  
triumph. 
 
From this ambitious beginning Lambton Wildlife has grown to over 400 members with  
numerous successes to our credit. We are a Land Trust, sometimes working with the Nature  
Conservsation of Canada to buy and/or help manage lands which have endangered species.  

We have been involved in countless projects to further our causes; insect inventories, Christmas bird  
counts, birding trips, an annual important speaker series to help educate the public, an outdoor  
program (for example on February 7th there was a trip down river to view wintering waterfowl and eagles  
led by an expert), the birth of Carolinian Canada Coalition, the Ausable Trail and perhaps our proudest 
accomplishment, the Howard Watson Nature Trail. This came about in 1987 largely due to the effort  
of our members pursuing this goal against determined opposition. We have two young Naturalists  
providing programs for children ages 6-11 and one for ages 12-16. And there is much more! 
 
Lambton Wildlife Inc. has a website (undergoing reconstruction for our 50th Anniversary), a newsletter  
"Earthways" and we invite you to like us on Facebook. 
 
Many teachers are members of Lambton Wildlife and RTO members are welcome to join as well. We  
hope to see you at some of our functions. The public is invited to hear our speakers and to take part in our 
outdoor activities. Our dues are modest and have been kept that way so no one is excluded.  
 
If you would like to learn more about Lambton Wildlife, its upcoming events, and what it does  
for our community, contact Roberta Buchanan (roberta.buchanan@icloud.com ), 519-864-1475. 
 

Come join us! 

If you are not receiving RTO Lambton e-bulletins, please send your e-mail address to 
petelayc@xcelco.on.ca . 
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Walk into Spring Wednesday May 4, 2016 
  

Brenda Kulon will take us on a nature walk at 
Port Franks in the new property that 
Lambton Wildlife has purchased adjacent to 
the Karner Blue Sanctuary. This is a wet 
meadow habitat where we should see 
butterflies, warblers and spring plants. 

 We will meet at 9:30 at Grog’s, car pool to 
the site and return for lunch at Grog’s. Dress 
for the weather-wear long pants, good 
walking shoes and bring binoculars if you have 
them. 

To register by contact:  
Joan McPhedran  - 519-336-4913 
jandjmcphedran@cogeco.ca                              
Heather McKellar – 519-332-5119 
heatheramckellar@gmail.com  

Service to Others Update 

Applications for our Service to Others Grant are 
still welcome. Please check the RTO/ERO 
website for further details and sample drafts of 
completed applications. The executive will 
review the application(s) in May and decide at 
the June meeting. Contact tvk@bell.net for 
further details. 
 

District 38 In Memoriam Bursaries 

Two District 38 Retired Teachers’ 
Memorial Bursaries were presented at 
St. Clair Secondary School 
commencement in December.  The 
recipients were Jared Riddell who is 
studying Nursing at Lambton College and 
Aaron Macaulay who is at George Brown 
College studying Computers. 

Registration Form – Spring Dinner 

Note:  Cheques only please payable to RTO/ERO District 38. 
 
Name:  _______________________   Guests:  _______________________________ 
Telephone:  ___________________ 

Spring Dinner 
Royal Canadian Legion 

11:00 am Social 
11:30 Business 12:00  Dinner 

June 7, 2016 
(Cut-off date: June 1, 2016) 

     
___ tickets @$20 each 

 
Cut out and send completed form to: Carolyn Minielly, 1032 Errol Rd. E., Sarnia, Ontario  
N7S 2E7   (519- 542-4874). This event is subsidized by your local RTO. 
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Membership Update 

We currently have 1147 Full and Associate 
members.  If you were employed in the 
education field, retired after our 2015 No 
Bell Breakfast last September, and have 
already joined RTO, you are invited, as our 
guest, to the 2016 No Bell Breakfast on 
Tuesday, September 6th, at the Sarnia Golf 
and Curling Club.  The breakfast starts at 
9:00.  If you know others employed in the 
education field who will be retiring before 
September 6th, 2016, please forward 
name(s) and contact information to any 
Executive member.  They will also be invited 
as our guests. 
 
Once again, all RTO members are invited to 
attend, for the recovery cost of the meal 
and gratuity. This would be a great 
opportunity for everyone to renew 
acquaintances!  Mark this date on your 
calendar, now!   

 

Retirement Planning Workshop 

Plans are being made to hold a Retirement 
Planning Workshop which will be held on 
Thursday, October 13, 2016 at the Sarnia 
Legion.  Light food will be provided.  If you 
know of any educational staff retiring in the 
next FIVE years, please let them know, so 
they can keep this date open.  This 
workshop is open to all Board employees:  
superintendents, principals, college and 
university staff, custodians, educational 
assistants, maintenance staff and teachers.   

 

 

 

RTO Events 

April 12 – Executive Meeting 

May 10 – Executive Meeting 

May 4 - Spring Nature Walk 

May 16-18 – Senate Meetings 

June 7 – Spring Dinner 

September 6 – No Bell Breakfast 

September 13 – Executive Meeting 

 

 

 



 

 

Winter 2016 Issue # 53 

8 

 

Huron House Boys’ Home is looking for volunteers at their Father’s Day event on Sunday, June 
19.  Assistance is required for just a few hours in the morning for new 20k and 40k bike routes 
at their 30th annual Run/Walk/Skate/Bike.  Please contact Event Coordinator Sharon Crowe at 
519-869-4000 or scrowe@hhbh.ca.   

This Father’s Day (Sunday, June 19th) the Huron House Boys' Home will host its 30th annual 
Run/Walk/Skate/Bike.  In celebration, and in response to numerous requests for a longer bike 
ride, we are adding 20k and 40k bike routes.  Riders will begin at 7:45am and be finished by 
9:45am.  (Those who begin the 40k route but are too slow to finish in the allotted time will be 
turned around with the 20k riders)  

We are hoping the RTO members will help make the new route a success by volunteering.  Help 
is needed in the following roles: 

• Starters- (6:30am – 8:00am) make sure the cyclists get to the start line and off in a suitable 
organized way (in small groups according to anticipated pace).   

• Route marshals – (about 2 hrs; time varies by location) make sure the cyclists turn or stop at the 
designated corners; alert vehicles to cyclists.   

• Drivers – (7:30 – 9:45) Three teams of two, with vehicles.  One pair to drive ahead of the first 
cyclist, one pair to follow behind the last cyclist (40k route) and one pair driving along the route 
to identify cyclists having technical difficulty, and getting help or bringing them back if needed.   

 

All volunteers receive a t-shirt and breakfast!  Because it is new, there will also be a group 
information session prior to the event. 

 

  

Huron House Boys’ Home 

Can Use Our Help! 

If you know of a retired teacher who does not belong to RTO, please 
encourage them to join our District.  Information can be found on our 
District website:  

www.rtolambton.ca or on the Provincial website: www.rto-ero.org  

 



 

 

Winter 2016 Issue # 53 

9 

 



 

 

Winter 2016 Edition # 53 
 


